SERMONS FOR. APRIL 2017

Hymn Requests: Do you have a favorite hymn you have been
longing to sing during Sunday Worship? You are invited to e-mail
your hymn requests to the Grove Office (grovechurch@aol.com). We
will keep a list and do our best to fit in beloved hymns in the upcoming
months.

Sun. Mar 26: Visiting Preacher — The Rev. Penny Dollar

Sun. Apr. 2: Psalm 106: 1-5 Philippians 4: 1-9
Sermon: “108 — There’s So Much More”
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper will be Celebrated
Ingathering Offerings
Hymns: “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” (H)
Request a Hymn

Sun. Apr.9: Zechariah 9: 9-10 Matthew 21: 1-11
Sermon: “Celebrity”
Palm Sunday

Thurs. Apr. 13: Exodus 12: 1-4, 11-14, 24-27 Luke 22: 14-20
Sermon: “Why Is This Special?”
Maundy Thursday
7:30 PM Service of Tenebrae

Fri. Apr.14: Good Friday
Sun. Apr. 16: Romans 6: 1-11 Matthew 28: 1-10

Sermon: “Scary Movie”

Sun. Apr. 23:1 Corinthians 1: 18-31 Psalm 104: 24-34
Sermon: “You Called?”

Sun. Apr. 30: Visiting Preacher — Rev. Sally Dries
Grand Piano Dedication / Recital

Sun. May. 7: 1 Samuel 17: 1-58 Luke 4: 16-30
Sermon: “Judging a Baseball by its Horsehide”
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper will be Celebrated
Ingathering Offerings

MPPY Easter




SPECIAL EVENTS & REMINDERS

SATURDAY, APRIL 1
4-7 PM Ham Loaf Dinner — Gate House Benefit
@ Wesley UMC, Bloomsburg

SUNDAY, APRIL 2
Easter Lily Orders Due / Ingathering Offerings

MONDAY, APRIL 3
Committees of Session, Session Elders,
Board of Deacons

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5
Lenten Tea @ St. Joseph’s RCC

THURSDAY, APRIL 6
Presbyterian Women — Muffin Man
Confirmands / Elders Dinner — Pine Barn Inn

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 9
Pot-Luck Brunch / Book Club

MONDAY, APRIL 10
May / June Combined Spire Articles Due

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 13
The Tenebrae, The Service of Shadows at 7 PM

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 14 © ‘
Community Cross Walk \\“a

10 am Start at St. Joseph’s Qe,"\/

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 16
6 am Sunrise Service at Riverfront Park
10:15 am Worship at Grove
One Great Hour of Sharing

THURSDAY, APRIL 20
Breakfast Group

FRIDAY, APRIL 22
Earth Day

Bloomsburg University Protestant Campus Ministry

SUNDAY, APRIL 23 /ﬁ\l

Grove Congregation at Camp Victory \
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Scout Flower Orders Due é ‘ ; =

SATURDAY, APRIL 30
Grand Piano Dedication / Luncheon / Dedicatory Recital

SEE CALENDARS INSIDE FOR FULL MONTHS COVERAGE
www.GrovePres.org
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THE PASTOR’S COLUMN

N (1 am often amazed at how frequently life
presents us with new opportunities. Some
are welcome; some are not.

I am reminded of the passage from the book
of Ecclesiastes: "For everything there is a
season, and a time for every purpose under
heaven."  Some of those seasons are
predictable. You can plan for them, work
with them, come to rely on them. Others can
be surprising, even life-altering.

In Ecclesiastes, the writer gives us seven pairs of opposites that are a part
of life, and bounces back and forth between them. Well, I'm thinking
about that bouncing today, for, as I sit down to write this article, it is the
middle of March. Last Thursday it was 60 degrees and sunny, two days
later it was 20 degrees, with a bitter wind chill, and three days after that,
today, there is 19 inches of snow on the ground and it's still falling.

Seems our weather is doing its own bouncing around for us. Yet, we
know that in due time, the snow will melt, warmer temperatures will
return, and spring will be upon us. It's just that we aren't quite sure when
that will be, which is sort of the point of this passage from Ecclesiastes.
Only God determines time and timing.

Later in this section, the writer says, "God has made everything suitable
for its time; moreover he has put a sense of past and future into our minds,
yet we cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end.”
In other words, we live in a state of mystery, never fully knowing what
will happen next.

That doesn't always sit well with us for we like to have a sense of control
over our lives; we want to make our own choices, have a hand in our own
fate, dictate, as much as possible, what we do and what we don't do. Yet
the mid-March snow reminds us all that some things are out of our
control. Some things we just cannot manipulate to our liking.

For me, this snow is pretty but a mild inconvenience. It means my agenda
is going to be off this week. For those who must travel, it is a very
present danger. For my wife, Dawn, this is an opportunity (after she
finishes work) to go out and play.

One event - lots of ways of understanding and interpreting it. Life is like

this. Some things we can control; some things we can't. One event is
understood one way by one person, but understood in a completely
different way by another.

As we move through life, interpreting what is happening to us along the
way, knowing that other people will not see things the way we do, may
we stay focused on what we can do, and look out for what

God is doing. May we be mindful of our past, present and future, and
remain faithful to God and to those around us, respecting those who have
a different view than us. May we search for opportunities to better
ourselves and our community, and may we be open to God's plan even
when it throws us off our agenda.

Please excuse me now, Dawn is calling. Time to play in the snow.



MUSIC HAPPENINGS AT GROVE

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye
lands. Serve the Lord with gladness: come
before his presence with

singing. JOHN CALVIN'S SEAL
o
Psalm 100:1-2 '--nm:g:mwt[\ergra%r?m

We’ve certainly been enjoying the wonderful new Yamaha C3X Baby
Grand in our sanctuary! Please remember it’s still a giving opportunity: a
memorial gift, a family project, a gift to the glory of God — all efforts are
gratefully received, and no gift is too small.

Since there are 88 keys; the
cost of the piano per
key is $431.07. Would you
consider giving a key?
Envelopes are available at rear
of sanctuary and in
Fellowship Hall.

Sunday, April 30:
Mark your calendar for a pot-luck Brunch after Worship, followed by the
Piano Dedication Worship Service at 12:30. Good food, good
fellowship, good music, and our expression of gratitude for this blessing.

Sunday, May 21:
Horn Lake High School is bringing their fabulous Voci Novella Elite
Ensemble choir all the way from Mississippi to Grove on Sunday, May
21. We will enjoy brunch with the choir after Worship service, then they
will provide a concert beginning at 1:00 pm. This is something you won’t
want to miss! This high school choir travels the east coast, collecting choir
prizes at prestigious competitions.

Senior Choir is working on glorious music for the Easter season. We
have a good time learning new music, appreciating old favorites, and
providing important support for Sunday worship and special services, and
the mid-week fellowship we enjoy is a side benefit — it’s a calm oasis in
the middle of busy lives. If you’d like to sing with us, we’re a friendly
group! If you’re unable to make a long-term commitment, consider
joining us for a short time. If you’re more a solo or small-group type
person, we’ll do our best to accommodate. Interested? Please see Brian
Crane or Joy Christian. We meet Wednesdays 6:30 — 7:30 pm (usually in
sanctuary).

Bells ring during Worship at least one Sunday each month from
September to May. We have three octaves of Schulmerich handbells and
MelodyChimes. The Bells add a lovely variety to our music, and believe it
or not, seem to be easier to ring if you DON’T have musical background!
Please see Joy Christian for more info. If you’d like to drop in to see what
it’s like, rehearsals are Tuesdays 6:00 — 7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.

Junior/Youth Choir meets Wednesday at 6:30 pm, Jr Choir Room (lower
level). Penny Andrews and Elise Mark lead a fun time of learning music
about God, His people, Creation and provision for us. Lots of action:
instruments, voices, stories, motions and movement and enthusiasm! The



group sings monthly during Worship, and sometimes the choirs all sing
together.

Lots of opportunities for little ones at Grove to make joyful noises to the
Lord; see Lynne Pabst for details:

Cherub Choir: Wednesdays at 6:30 pm
Primary Bells: Wednesdays at 6:30 pm
Kindermusik: Wednesdays at 5:00 and 5:45 pm

ISO Youth and Adults who play instruments (ANY instrument) —
PLEASE let us know who you are, we’d like to talk! See Brian Crane or
Joy Christian.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

The Session of the Grove Presbyterian Church met in regular session in
the Great Room on Monday, March 6, 2017. Following are the highlights
of the meeting:

e Minutes approved from the February 6, 2017 meeting

e The report from the Director of Children’s Ministry/Nurture

Committee included

0 Camp Sunday offering collected was $423.00 (special offering)
and $24.00 (collected from the children’s offering).

0 OGHS fish boxes were distributed on 3/5/17 and will be collected
on Easter.

0 There will be a spring lockdown/fire drill in March.

0 The committee will explore ideas to have a combined event with
the children of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church regarding the
Reformation.

0 The April offering will go toward the piano fund.

o There will be chaplain/leadership training at Camp Krislund on
6/1/17 & 6/5/17

o0 There will be free Mandated Reporting training at Camp Krislund
on 6/2/17

0 The committee is exploring the possibility of a chicken Bar-BQ
fundraiser in May or June.

0 Maundy Thursday service will be at 7pm (instead of 7:30) on
April 13, 2017 & the service will offer family/child inclusion.

e The Director of Music reported that tickets will be available for the

“Born for This” passion play for $10.00 (children under 16 will be

free). The play will be on March 19 at 6pm.

e The Pastor reported that needed changes to the By-laws will be

reviewed in April.

0 There will also be a review of the Building Use Policy to see what
changes, if any, need to be made.

0 There will be a review of the Nominating Committee process and
guidelines at our April meeting.

0 The Session approved Boy Scout Troup 39 to hold a fund-raising
event for May 20 in the Fellowship Hall.

0 The Grove contract with Pastor Cureton will be renewed this
month to go through June 30.

0 Lynne Pabst and Joy Christian will be attending the retirement
party for Pastor Knudson at the March 18 presbytery meeting.

e The Pastor Nominating Committee reported that they have reviewed
over 150 Personal Information Forms (PIFs). The committee brought
one candidate for a visit but was not pursued further. The committee



asks for prayer and discernment as they move through this search

process.

The Fellowship Committee reported that the Chili Cook-off fundraiser

yielded $525.00 to be donated to the Andrews Family Mission Fund.

0 There will be a Palm Sunday Brunch on April 9, 2017 following
the Worship Service. The brunch will be a pot luck meal.

o Light refreshments will be provided following the “Born for This”
play.

0 There is interest in bringing the speakers from the Islam/Syrian
refugee workshop hosted by Presbytery to Grove and opening the
discussion up to Grove youth and possibly other congregations.

The Mission Committee reported that they are organizing a Camp
Victory workday on April 23, 2017. The volunteers will leave Grove
at 12:00, lunch will be provided.

The Youth Committee reported that

0 May 21 is set for Baccalaureate Sunday.

o0 Easter Sunrise Service will be at 6:00 a.m. at the River Front
Park.

0 21st Century Signs will donate a fixed sign to Young Life to be
placed in front of Hacky House. Session approved the signage
layout with suggestions.

0 They borrowed $686.00 from Grove Church to purchase Weis
cards.

The Worship Committee reported that:

0 There will be a piano dedication service on April 30 at 12:30
following a potluck meal. Current and past pianists have been
invited to participate.

0 The organ will soon be undergoing maintenance. There is $60,000
in fund.

0 They believe a PR team is needed to update and maintain the
church website and Facebook page as well as focus on
advertisements.

0 They are still working on redoing the Grove bulletins. Revisions
will soon be suggested.

Property Committee reported that:

0 Amanda Adler was approved to hold an event in the Fellowship
Hall on March 11.

0 LED lights will be added to the Spire.

The Tech Committee reported that they are looking into the

possibility of adding a conference phone to the Great Room so those

out of town can participate in meetings.

0 The Session suggested that the committee needs to grow to help
them in their tasks.

The Finance Committee reported:
Year to Date for February 2017:
U Income=$37,236.37

U Expenses=$45,495.43

U Deficit=$8,259.06

Year to Date for February 2016:
U Income=$38,887.92

U Expenses=$55,341.30

U Deficit=$16,453.38

The next meeting will be April 3, 2017, at 6: 45 p.m.



But they that wait upon the Lord
Our 3 Shall venew their styength;
Church Jhey shall mount up with wings a3 eagles;
Fami] W Jh25 shall yun, and not be weary
\ AL And they shall waalk and et aint,

OUR CHURCH FAMILY

DIRECTORY CHANGES
please make the following changes in your in-house member
directories

Address Change:
Cassie Weaver, 628 East Market St., Danville PA 17821

Email Change:
Mona Cotner — Mcotner1917@gmail.com

Phone Number Change:
John & Julie Kennedy, and Samantha and Aidan (570) 394-9943

CHURCH ROLLS REGISTER

Joined by Profession of Faith - Confirmands:
Robert Charles (Charlie) Betz — April 9, 2017
Alexandra Katherine (Allie) Lewis — April 9, 2017
Noelle Stamm — April 9, 2017

SOUND SYSTEM VOLUNTEERS

Sound System Volunteers: Are needed to run the Audio equipment
during the worship services. Simple step-by-step instructions will be
provided. See the sign-up sheet on the wall leading to the church kitchen.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Please join our Presbyterian Women's Circle in the Fireplace Room at
Muffin Man at 9 AM on April 6 to study Taking Offense. We'll study
scripture to see what that means. Discussion will include how to trust the
Lord during the hard times. For those who have the book Becoming a
Woman Whose God is Enough, chapter 6 begins on page 79.

THANK YOU

To the bestest Sunday School Kids and Teachers:

With lots of love, hope, faith, joy, songs, laughter, and care, | thank you
for the Grinch, the hands, the hearts, the learning. You are and will
always be very very special! i Pastor Andrews

Thank you! To the Kupas family for the warm and wonderful hospitality
that was enjoyed at the Chili Cook-Off February 25, 2017. Thank you
also to all who attended. It was a great evening of fun and fellowship.
Our first runner up was Marlin and Jane Bradford, with the first place
honors going to John and Julie Kennedy. And ladies, please note that the



winning entries were prepared by Marlin and John!! We are already
looking forward to next year. The fundraising this year was in support of
AHeart to Hand Mi ni st rQurtdabraisadwas
$525.00. Many thanks!

Dear Friends:

Thank you for your gift of $100.00 to Camp Victory! Your donation will
make it possible for us to continue to provide a camping experience of a
lifetime to hundreds of campers with special needs! Because of the
generosity of folks like you, Camp Victory has been able to make this
special camping experience come true for more than 25,000 children
over the past 23 years! At Camp Victory, there are no walls that are too
big to cli mb! One of our <camp

fThere are no | imits to what
toCampVi ct ory! o

I hope you know how much your gift means to our special campers and
their families! On behalf of everyone at Camp Victory, | want to extend
our heartfelt thanks!

Warmest Regards i Jamie Juntley, Executive Director

Dear Grove:

Thank you for making the world a better place for children. We are so
very grateful for your generous 2016 contribution(s) of $1,893.76 that
has given children the chance to grow up safe, healthy, educated and
prepared for their future. 2016 has been a good and productive year in
the struggle to provide safety and opportunity to children. Because of the
support of donors like you:

0 We saw successes in reuniting institutionalized children with
families or finding new family situations where they can grow
and learn in a nurturing home environment in Belarus and
Uganda.

0 In Senegal, we led a consortium of NGOs and local
organizations to make health care available to thousands of
families in remote areas under a USAID-funded program to
create community-based health huts.

U In the Philippines, ChildFund worked with other organizations to
get children out of the labor force and back in school.

U We were able to step induringsomeof 201606s emergenci es

natural disasters 7 in Ecuador, Sierra Leone, Dominica,
Ethiopia, Europe and more i to help assess the needs of children
and provide them the protection and care they desperately
needed.
Thank you for your partnership and thank you for all you do for children.
With gratitude and best wishes for a healthy and happy new year.

Sincerely i Anne Lynam Goddard, President and CEO - ChildFund

Dear Members of Grove Preshyterian Church:

We know you probably already received a receipt for your recent gift, but
we in the Presbyterian Hunger Program also noticed and want to say
thank you. Proverbs 3:9 encourages us to honor the Lord with our
substance. We believe with your gift to PHP you are doing just that.

Because of gifts like yours, parents are learning to grow gardens
sustainably, so they can feed their families and send their children to
school. Men and women are standing against corporations who steal or
pollute the land and water the community counts on for their basic needs
and livelihoods. Justice is being won for conscientious workers who have
been denied fair wages. And many who lived in poverty are getting a
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new start. The compassion of Christ through the Church is at work an
dis helping bring justice and hope to many people.

We thought you might like a glimpse of how gifts to PHP are at work, so
enclosed are examples of grant projects that are being supported by PHP
in 2017. We hope this illustrates a portion of the story of how your gifts
are helping to make a difference in the United States and around the
world. Thank you for your generosity in making projects like these
possible T for continuing with us in the mission of alleviating hunger and
eliminating it causes. = With gratitude i Rev. Rebecca Barnes,
Coordinator, Presbyterian Hunger Program

Dear Brothers & Sisters:

Greetings and Peace to you in the name of the Lord Jesus! | want to take
this time to acknowledge and thank you all for your contribution of
$850.00 towards the work of Heart to Hand Ministries. Your recent
contribution, besides helping with our current expenses, is that reminder
that there are those who believe in what we do in these hospitals and
beyond, serving as a reminder to me that we need to keep on keeping on.
There are not enough words to thank you for that.

Just last evening | had a mother say that she praised God for His
goodness in allowing me to do this and be there to support her son for all
these years. You see, | met her son when he was born with multiple
severe disabilities and he is now nineteen and a patient in the adult world
where | have been going to see him. | shared with her that it is through
the faithfulness of His people that this journey continues. We are told to
let our light so shine that people see our good works and give glory to
our Father in Heaven. May our combined efforts continue to bring glory
to our Almighty God.

As Heart to Hand Ministries continue to provide song, support, prayer
and encouragement to critically and chronically ill children and their
families, never forget that you are a part of these ministries for our
prayer is that others might be blessed through them in the same way that
you have been a blessing to Heart to Hand. So let us go forward,
together, as we give our hearts to God and our hands to man. To God be
the glory!

In His Service — Woody Wolfe, Heart to Hand Ministries, Inc.

Dear Friends:

Thank you for your very generous donation of $1,025.00 to the Gate
House Shelter. We rely on the kindness of folks like you in helping us
support the homeless in our community.

The number of families and individuals need shelter in Montour and
Columbia Counties continues to grow. For the past 20 years, with the
help of supporters like you, the Gate House has been here for our
homeless neighbors. Your contribution is especially important to ensure
that everyone in our community has a safe place to call home and the
support they need to get back on the road to independence.

On behalf of the families and individuals who turn to the Gate House in
their time of need, thank you for your support. Sincerely — Thomas
Doughter, Jr., Executive Director, the Gate House.

Dear Friends:

The chartered bus was bursting with high school students, but John sat by
himself, clutching a little green book and wondering what secrets might
by tucked inside it. His baseball coach had handed him the book when he
boardedthebus, but John was pretty

wasnot



His coach was also his Young Life leader, so the book might be abou the
Young Life camp where John was headed with his friends.

John had 12 hours to kill, so he decided to open the book and investigate.

Al n the begi itsedmeddike alogitat place doatart. Two

hours later, John had questions, and his leader was sitting beside him,

helping him to understand what he was reading. Two hours more and

John bowed his head in his bus seat and surrendered his life to Jesus.

The best week of Johndés |ife was actually hour ho
and his leader, Troy.

In the days and weeks that followed, Troy welcomed John into his family
like a brother. Troy was a college student who lived at home, the oldest of
six children. What was one more mouth at the dinner table on Sunday

after church? Troybs mom gl adly served up her
casseroleodo or a platter full of cheese steaks, 8
nicknamedBJohn, AJ

i Mr . and Mr s. Mackin are stildl the only people w
said recently, his eyes soft with fond affection.

left home, | still came for dinner or to play dominoes every week. Today
my wedding photo hangs on the wall in their home along with the wedding
photos of their children. o

Thank you for supporting this mission. John Byard is serving his 23™

year on Young Life staff today, giving away to others what the Mackins

gave to him. iTh®&@yhe od @i dne fadbmdtt KChy ishgwed me
Christ. o Thank you for helping |l eaders share the
words with countless kids. | am deeply grateful for your support.

In Christ 1 Newton F. Crenshaw, President. Younglife

Dear Grove:

The members of the Joint Camp and conference Committee of the
Presbyteries of Carlisle, Huntingdon and Northumberland, and the
members of the Krislund Staff would like to thank you for your generous
gift of $122.00 toward the Annual Fund.

We are grateful for your thoughtful Christian stewardship to this camp
ministry of the Presbyteries.

With gratitude 7 Gene Joiner, Camp Director, Krislund Camp and
Conference Center

Dear Friends:

I would like to thank you for your generous donation. your kindness has

allowed us to assist our community in many ways during 2016. More

specifically, we were able to assist 6,157 clothing visits, 137 crisis clients,

76 furniture clients, 12 getting ahead clients. With support like yours,

were were also able to disctubute 454 winter coats, 8,683 food bags, 183

pairs of socks and underwear and 25 filled backpacks. Without your

concern, all/l of these services wouldnét be possib
Sincerely — Chairperson, Good Samaritan Board.

Dear Living Waters for the World Partner:

Relationships are a powerful thing. They can build bridges. They
educate and enlighten. They change hearts, and ultimately, they are the
way we live out the Gospel. In the enclosed 2016 Living Waters for the
World Annual Report, the power of relationships is on full, beautiful
display. Diverse people with big hearts, unified in common vision that all
of Godods <children degelean watercfor@ean wat er to drink
generation. We give thanks for our telationship with you and for the aprt
you have played in transforming lives, body and soul, through the shared
gift of clean water. Let Clean Water Flow! 7 Steve Young, Executive
Director



ELECTRONIC OFFERINGS ‘

Grove Church offers an easy and convenient way for you to make your
weekly or monthly offerings. Direct Payment Authorization Forms can be
found on the table in the back of the sanctuary. Please attach a voided

check with your signed authorization form. You can sign up at any time.
Questions may be directed to any member of Session.

CELL PHONES WANTED ‘

We at The Women’s Center would first like to thank Grove for everything
that you do for us. April is National Sexual Assault Awareness Month and
we will once again hold a phone drive to collect new or used cell phones
throughout the month of April.

Place your phones in the collection box

GROVE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
CHURCH SCHOOL @ 9:00 AM
10:15 AM SERVICE OF DIVINE WORSHIP (SEPT. THRU MAY)
9:30 AM WORSHIP SERVICE (MEMORIAL DAY THRU LABOR DAY)
Office Hours: 8:00 AM T 4:00 PM Monday through Thursday
E-mail address: GroveChurch@aol.com — Church Office
Website address: www.GrovePres.org
GroveStevel7@gmail.com — The Rev. Steve Cureton
The Reverend Steve Cureton, Transitional Pastor
Pastorbés Direcl®5Li ne:
Pastors Home Phone: (570) 204-2540
DeskOfCMC@aol.com — Clare 1. McCuen, Administrative Secretary
Office Phone = (570) 275-0692

(570)

Emergency Hotline Numbers
Alcoholics Anonymous: 286-7436 or 654-0488 (Northeast Inter-group)
Al-anon: 800-628-8920 (National Hotline)

Narcotics Anonymous: 988-7177 / Women’s Center: 784-6631
Gambler’s Anonymous: 717-652-4400 / Child Abuse Hotline: 800-932-0313
Poison Center: 800-521-6110 / Good Samaritan Mission Ctr. 275-2500
Food Bank, American Red Cross: 275-1441

275



PALM SUNDAY POT-LUCK

LUNCHEON - MARCH 20TH

Come and enjoy a Palm Sunday Pot-Luck
luncheon to be held following the 10:15 am
service of worship on Sunday, April 9th. Please
join us and bring a covered dish to share. Place
settings and drinks will be provided.

FPotluck

SHOE DRIVE @ GROVE

share Shoe Drive: Donate your shoes to the Danville High School
-"Ou ¢ through Elizabeth Henning. Help them raise funds for a July 2017
trip to Costa Rica by donating your gently used or new shoes
SOLES (usable shoes). Any shoe type and any size are needed. Collected
shoes are then shipped to countries in Latin America, the Caribbean, Asia,
Africa, and Eastern Europe. Local small business entrepreneurs (i.e. micro-
entrepreneurs) around the world purchase the shoes for pennies on the dollar.
They are then sold to retail customers for a fraction of their original price in
North America. A donation box will be in the fellowship hall until the end of
March. Please see Elizabeth Henning should you have any questions. Thank
you for your support.

5 PM WALKING FELLOWSHIP GROUP BULLETIN & SPIRE ARTICLES

Walking Fellowship at Grove i Time Change to 5 PM: All are welcome
to join in for a nice walk each Wednesday. This coming Wednesday we will
gather in the church parking lot at 5:00 pm (please note change in time); feel
free to bring along a friend or family member! You can call Mary Ellen Doll
if you have any questions, 570-854-1286.

Anyone is welcome to post a blurb in the bulletin and or the Spire for member
information. Bulletin articles are due in the church office each Tuesday of the
week. Bulletins are printed Thursday Mornings. Spire artless are due the 2"
Monday of each month in order to make the Daily Item printing schedule. Do
you have something you would like announced or share? Send them in.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
by Lynne Pabst o Director of Christian Education

TRAVELING DAY CAMP

Camp Krislund’s Traveling Day Camp comes to Grove Presbyterian Church
again for the week of June 19, 2017. So mark your calendars now and plan
vacations around this wonderful event. Campers ages kindergarten through
eighth grade are needed as well as counselors. Cost this year is: $50 /child;
$40 for the second child in a family, and $30 for third and others in family.
Registration forms can be obtained from the church office or in the narthex.
All counselors must have their clearances. Help is needed with lunches and
with assisting group leaders. Contact Lynne Pabst if you are able to help.

THANK YOUS
To all who helped with making resurrection gardens.
To Joy and Gary Christian for the sanctuary resurrection garden.
To Jen Henning and Amanda Leicht who helped out with Child care.
To all who attended the “Born for This” presentation.
To all who helped with the Taize Service.
To all who participated in and helped with the Family Service of
Tenebrae
x  To all who filled and returned their OGHS fishboxes.

X X X X X X

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT
AiNo one can believe how power ful prayer is and
those who have learned it by experience. Whenever | have prayed earnestly, |
have been heard and have obtained more than | prayed for. God sometimes
del ays, but He- (Mdrtiwlauthesy comes . 0

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

Average attendance in February was 20 children and 13 adults. During the
March Mission Sunday, the children made resurrection gardens for their
families and colored resurrection garden pictures to be sent to the
homebound. In April the children will be making resurrection biscuits and
collecting money for the piano fund. During the gathering worship time, we
are starting to discuss the elements of the order of worship. First the children
explored the bulletin and what information can be gathered from it. We also
discussed why we have a bulletin.

April continues in the fourth quarter of the curriculum and lessons include:

Date Scripture Title
April 2 Matthew 25:31-46 When Did We See You, Lord?
April 9 Matthew 21:1-13 A Palm Sunday Parade
April 16 Matthew 28:1-10 He Is Risen!
April 23 | Matthew 28:16-20 | Jesus Will Always Be With Us
April 30 1 Cortinthians 13 Love

(Growing in Grace and Gratitude Year 2)

There were 2 children at the Ash Wednesday children’s gathering during the
Taize Service. They talked about Lent as a time for repentance and
forgiveness and took home a daily prayer reading list for use in the home
throughout Lent.

WHAT6S NEW I N THE RESOURCE ROOM?
On the Resource Room display in the fellowship Hall, there are copies for
the taking of “Meeting Jesus” by Jodi Craiglow. While a Lenten devotional,
this art based series is a good devotional for anytime as it allows the reader to
meet Jesus through the eyes of those who knew him. Pick up a copy next
time you are at church.
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CHERUB CHOIR
Cherubs continue to meet on Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm. Children
between the ages of 4 and 6 years are welcomed to attend. The singing
schedule for the rest of the year is as follows:
April 9" (Palm Sunday)
April 16" (Easter Sunday)
May 21°

HOME ACTIVITIES

i I'n the name of the Father, and

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear
Son, that you have kept me this night from all harm and danger;
and | pray that you would keep me this day also from sin and every
evil, that all my doings and life may please you. For into your
hands | commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let
your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power
over me. Ame#-+-06---—-—-- Martin Luther

The above is a morning prayer used by Martin Luther. As an Augustinian
friar, Luther was out amongst that people rather than cloistered like the
Benedictine monks. For this reason he would pray that God be with him and
that all his doings be pleasing to God. So he started each day with prayer.
Our children and we are out amongst people throughout the day too. We are
around some people who think like us and some who do not. We are around
people who would care for us and some who would not.

During the month of April, your family can start a prayer discipline by using
Luther’s morning prayer. What a way to start the day, thanking God for
having protected you all through the night and asking God to be with you
throughout the unknown events of the day to come. Have one of your
children print copies for everyone’s nightstand and each can pray it first
thing in the morning. Or place it on the breakfast table and pray it together.
Another idea might be to place a copy in the car and pray it as soon as
everyone is loaded up and buckled in. You find your unique spot in the
morning to pray as Luther did in thanksgiving for safety through the night
and in supplication for guidance through the day. You will find your children
starting to write their own prayers.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING

One Great Hour of Sharing fishboxes will be distributed to the Sunday
School children on March 5™. Place the fishbox on the kitchen table and
during the Lenten season let it be a reminder to pray for those who are
hungry. Also let it be a reminder to place an offering in the box each day.
The fishboxes will be reeled in on Easter Sunday. The One Great Hour of
Sharing offering goes to feeding the hungry around the world. If you do not
have a child in Sunday School and would like a fishbox, contact Lynne
Pabst, lapabst@aol.com.

MANDATED REPORTER TRAINING

Along with the law that volunteers who work with minors have clearances is
the Mandated Reporter Training. Grove has been trying to create a yearly
opportunity for volunteers to obtain this training. This year Camp Krislund is
offering the opportunity for church volunteers to participate in its Mandated
Reporter Training on June 2" free of charge. Any church staff, or volunteers
who would like to take advantage of this training need to see Lynne Pabst as
registration is required.

CHAPLAIN TRAINING
If you are interested in gaining a greater understanding of the curriculum
being taught during Bible study at Camp this summer, you are invited to
attend the Chaplain Training at Camp Krislund on June 5". You do not need
to volunteer at the camp. It would be a great way to connect church
curriculum with camp curriculum and reinforce the experience.

of

t

he

Son,

an


mailto:lapabst@aol.com

15

KINDERMUSIK
Kindermusik continues until Wednesday, May 3. Classes resume in the
Fall. Watch the summer Spire for registration information.

FAMILY SERVICE OF TENEBRAE
Grove holds a Family Service of Tenebrae. Based on the traditional service
of shadows, this evening is designed for family participation. Please come
and experience this meaningful service with the family.

SUNDAY SCHOOL MAKE
RESURRECTION GARDENS & SING

HAM LOAF DINNER —
GATE HOUSE FUNDRAISER.

Ham Loaf Dinner: The Gate House Ham Loaf
Dinner will be on Saturday, April 1, 4:00-7:00pm
. at Wesley United Methodist Church, 130 W. 3rd
- St., Bloomsburg. Please join us to raise much
¢ needed funds to support our homeless neighbors.
Tickets are $9.50 and include ham loaf with
pineapple glaze, smashed herb potatoes, buttered
green beans, cooked carrot chips, apple sauce,
dinner roll, and homemade desserts.

Take out or dine in meals are available. Please see Julie Kennedy (570-275-
2287) or Dave Sanders (570-275-5851) for tickets or for more information.
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% SCOUT FLOWER SALE IS HERE %

Scout Flowers are Back! Beautiful colorful
annuals are available for planting, or grab a
hanging basket (or 2 or 3) and spruce up that

front porch to enjoy all Summer long.

See Eli Henning, Stefan Kupas and Jack Smiley

in the fellowship hall following the 10:15 am
service to place your orders. Help support our
Scouts and get your orders in by Sunday, April 23rd,
pick-up will be on Friday, May 12th, just in time for

Mother’s Day!!!

GROVE CONGREGATION ATTENDS
CAMP VICTORY WORK DAY

APRIL 23%P -12:00 NOON

CAMP VICTORY NEEDS YOU - SUNDAY, APRIL 23%° | 12:00 Noon

Grove youth AND adults/families are invited to a special "work day" at
Camp Victory, in Millville, Sunday - April 23rd. This Church-Wide
event will take on some important "spring-spruce-up" projects: rejuvenating
flower beds, landscaping, painting park-benches, spreading mulch, raking
leaves and tree-debris, cabin-cleanup, etc. AND - - we will have a great
lunch in the Camp Dining hall, have a nice intro to all that occurs at Camp
Victory and a tour of this very "Special Camp for Special Kids".

This is a great opportunity to help with some important "Spring-cleaning” - -
AND to learn a lot more about the wonderful things that happen every
season, when 1600+ very special-needs children and youth spend time at this
wonderful facility. Hope you can join us on Sunday, April 23rd, at noon.
Please RSVP to the church office (570-275-0692) so that we can plan lunch
and other accommodations. Carpooling will be available. We hope to see
you all there.

CHURCH BOOK CLUB

The church book club continues with gathering together in the joy of each
other’s homes (and all our welcome always) on the evening of the Second
Sunday of every month from 7 to 8:30 PM to discuss a variety of selections.
Newcomers are welcome. The books for the rest of the year include:

April 10
“The Book Thief,” by Macus Zusak
From Amazon: It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath.
Death has never been busier, and will become busier still. Liesel Meminger
is a foster girl living outside of Munich, who scratches out a meager
existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t
resist-books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns
to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids
as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement.

May 1 or 15:
“The Distant Hours,” by Kate Morton
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Women’s Retreat
Sponsored by

PW of the Synod of
the Trinity
“Created to Shine”
ALet your |l ight shine before

wor ks and give glory to your

Matt 5:16 NRSV
Come f eel the warmth of God

PLEASE PRINT
Name

Name for Badge
Address

City, State, Zip
Phone Email:

Home Presbytery
Local Church

Do you have special needs including dietary restrictions?

Are you interested in helpingas: __ greeter __ usher ____ server during
Holy Communion ____ other?

Areyou: __ an ordained minister CRE Elder Deacon?

Do you prefer confirmation of your registrationby: ~~~ E-mail __ US

Postal Service?

Choice of entree for Thursday evening dinner: ___ boneless pork chop or

chicken breast.

Please complete this form to register.

The Gathering Event takes place at the Blair County Convention Center, 2
Convention Center Drive, Altoona, PA 16602 June 15-17, 2017. All are
welcome to attend.

Mail registration to:
Holly Kithcart, 816 Johnsons Road, Grassflat, PA 16839. For questions please
e-mail: dickorholly@gotmc.net (preferred) or call 814-345-6667.

Cost is $175

and includes 5 meals and materials. Please make check payable to: PW in the
Synod of the Trinity and send your form to the Registrar. Registration must be
received by May 8, 2017. No refunds after deadline date!

PLEASE NOTE:

Hotel reservations are separate.

Go to Marriott Courtyard website: marriott.com/AOOCY or call: 814 312-
1800. Use group code: Synod of the Trinity PW Gathering. A block of
rooms has been reserved at the Courtyard for our event. Should those rooms be
filled, the Holiday Inn Express across the main road may be used as an alternate
hotel.

Registration begins at 11:00 AM in the Main Lobby of the Blair County
Convention Center.
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LENTEN TEAS

March 29th - Wednesday ...........ccocoovvrereneneienienns “Camp Victory”
Grove Presbyterian ..........ccocoovvvvvenineneneneieens Rev. Steve Cureton
330 Bloom St., Danville PA 17821

April 5th - Wednesday ..................... “Thomas Beaver Free Bibrary”
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church.........ccccocevvviiiviiiniienne, Fr. James Lease
18 E. Center St., Danville PA 17821
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Grove Preshyterian Church
330-332 Bloom Street
Danville, PA 17521
(570) 275-0692

SLINDAY 3 PALM SUNDAY - APRIL 9
LY 10:15 AM
We celebrate the arnival of the Messiah info the Jerusalem of our
hearts with song and the distribution of Psalms.
This 15 a day for joyous Hosannas!
All choirs will have special music for this service.
Thus will also be a Confirmation Service
for our young people

MAUNDY THURSDAY - APRIL 13
Worship Service at 7:00 PM
We gather in the Sanctuary for the most
solemn of services: The Tenebrae.
the Service af Shadows, as we reflect upon the lengthening
shadow of the cross. The sacrament will be served by Intinction,
as we reflect the mght of the Last Supper. No offening will be
taken, except for the offering of our hearts.

GOOD FRIDAY COMMUNITY CROSS WALK
—FRIDAY APRIL 14
10 AM Start at St. Joseph’s RCC, End at Pine 5t. Lutheran

EASTER SERVICES - SUNDAY APRIL 16
Special Sunrise Service — 6:00 AM
Riverfront Park
Worship Service — 10:15 AM
Easter is celebrated fifty-two Sundays a year.
Choirs will offer special music.

Thus special service will be
a tume of glory and gratitude.

Professional Childeare Provided
at all Services




The Opportunities to Minister chart can be found on the wall outside the church kitchen for anyone wishing to fill in the open dates,

APRIL 2

APRIL 9
Palm Sunday

APRIL 16
Easter

or you can call the church office at 570-275-0692

OPPORTUNITIES TO MINISTER i APRIL 2017
APRIL 30

APRIL 23

Visiting Preacher
Piano Dedication

Deacons of the

Beth Holmes, and

Beth Holmes, and

Beth Holmes, and

Beth Holmes, and

Beth Holmes, and

Month: Eric Deeter Eric Deeter Eric Deeter Eric Deeter Eric Deeter
Children Jud Bennett Confirmands OPEN Protestant Campus Lynne Pabst
Ministry
Greeters: Deacons Confirmands Deacons Deacons Deacons
Worship Leaders: Kara J. Bergerstock Confirmands Bryan L. Holmes Protestant Campus Lynne A. Pabst
Ministry
Flowers $27.00 Joy & Gary Christian William, Rene, Robin OPEN Beth and Bryan Greg Bitler
& Sandra Auker Holmes
11:15 Fellowship Emily Fiochi, Michelle Pot-Luck / Covered | No Fellowship Hour | Sue Oberkircher Piano Dedication
Mannello & Jacob Smedley Dish Brunch Luncheon/Followed by
Dedicatory Recital
Sound System OPEN OPEN OPEN OPEN OPEN

Communion Elders: Natalie B. Kupas, Beth Christian, David D. Betz, Mona S. Cotner, Francis C. Moyer

OPPORTUNITIES TO MINISTER T MAY 2017
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MAY 7 MAY 14 MAY 21 MAY 28
Womends Recogn Mot her s D 9:30 AM Services
Deacons of the Pam Franklin and Pam Franklin and Pam Franklin and Pam Franklin and
Month: Kathy Zakarian Kathy Zakarian Kathy Zakarian Kathy Zakarian
Cnl l_ g Jud Bennett OPEN Lynne A. Pabst OPEN
Story:
Greeters: Deacons Deacons Deacons Deacons
Worship Grove Youth Adam D. Zakarian Kessey Kieselhorst David C. Sanders
Leaders:
Flowers $27.00 OPEN OPEN Don Straub OPEN
11:15 Womends Reco OPEN OPEN Begin 10:30 AM
Fellowship Fellowship Hour (TBC) Fellowship
Sound System OPEN OPEN OPEN OPEN

Communion Elders for: William C. Godfrey, William Henning, Bryan L. Holmes, Jim Nemeth, Robert N. Seebold



COFFEE HOUR SIGN UP SHEET 2017 ANNUAL REPORTS

il A coffee hour sign-up sheet can be found on the wall leading to the Are complete and can be found on the resource bookshelf in the fellowship hall.
" church kitchen. Please note — coffee hour will not take place on
“ot @@ the days the sign-up sheet is vacant. Help us continue to enjoy

simple coffee fellowship after worship each Sunday by signing up. 2017 PER— CAPITA

The per capita apportionment for 2017 for churches in our Presbytery is $34.10
2017 [N'HOUSE CHUR.CH DlR.ECTOR.Y per member (including confirmands). Year ending 2016, Grove had a deficit
amount of $6,373.08 which = 189 unpaid members. Please send your per capita
The new 2017 Grove Presbyterian Church, in-house directories can be found on the ~ Payment in to the church office or place in the offering plate. We hope to have
back tables of the Sanctuary. If there are any changes or corrections (phone/cell,  &ll 2017 per capita payments in by July 1%
emails, family status, address, etc.), please notify the church office so we may
announce the changes is future Spires. Please be respectful of each others’ privacy —

contact information is for church purposes only. SWEEEET SPR'ING R'ECEPTION]
Protestant Campus Mini st r:yoinsus f@ wue antual Spri ng Reception!
FLOWER CHART gathering of PCM friends & community supporters! Please come to meet current PCM

students and board members, hear updates about our ministry, and enjoy a relaxed
Can be found on the wall leading to the church kitchen. Please remember to let us know  tmeof ffellows_hlp over fruit ari:d dessert. _con_tglct Jill Young (jyoung@bloomu.edu) for
who the flowers are in Memory of or in Honor of. Pricing increased to $27.00 per ~ MOre Information. i Ke I’thnIOI’I. Flre5|| Ie Lounge e
florist. In order to insure beautiful flowers each Sunday, help fill in the open dates. Parking at the Tri-Level lot (on Penn & 27)

April 2,5:30 - 7:00 PM




Krislund Camp

Traveling Camp

Completed Kindergarten through Grade 8
9:00AM-4:00PM / June 19-23, 2017
Grove Presbyterian Church, Danville, PA
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SNACKS NEEDED

Snacks Needed: Young life is looking for snacks for the Hackey House. Non-

Name: DOB:
Current Grade: School:
Address:
Phone: Email:
Parents: Phone:

Phone:

Emergency contacts:
Name Relationship Phone

1.
2.
3.

Medical Concerns/Allergies:

Special Needs:

Registration fee must accompany this form:
$50 first child in family, $40 for second child, $30 for third and others
Scholarships available by contacting the church office 570-275-0692.

perishable snacks are needed for the group to enjoy. A donation bin has been
provided in the Fellowship Hall. Please contact Beth Holmes with questions,
570-764-4062.

EASTER LILY

Due to allergy issues, the sanctuary will not be decorated with live lilies this

| year. However, it is still possible to order a lily for yourself, for a loved one, |
| or as a gift for a homebound friend. Please fill out the form below and place it]
I in the offering plate, or send it to the church office with your check. Cost isl
I $12.50 per lily. Checks should be made out to Grove Presbyterian Churchl

I 2", Lilies will be delivered to the fellowship hall on April 8". Please check a

| box below to indicate what you would like to be done with your Lily order.|
I Thank you.

¢

|
|
|
:
In Memory of: I
|
|
|
|
|

I In Honor of:

: Given by:

I # of lilies you wish to order: X $1250=%

withd6 Easter Lily®6 wrPiledsetregum noilater tharhAprilme mo



