
 Sermons for JULY  &  august  2017 

Sun. July 2:  Café Communion   

Communion will be shared at each table.  
     

Sun. July 9:  Sermon:  òOne Nation under Godó  

 ð Rev. Dr. Gary Hackenberg   

 Jeremiah 29:  7 -12  Galatians 5:  13 -25  

 Matthew10: 24 -39 

 Hymns:  òOur God, Our Help in Ages Pastó (H) 

   òO God of Love, O God of Peaceó (H) 

   òFor the Beauty of the Earthó (H) 

   òLead on, O King Eternaló (H) 
 

Sun. July 16:  Sermon: òOur Cries & Godõs Deep Purposesò  

 ð Rev. Jill Young   

 Romans 8:  18 -28  I Samuel 1: 4 -20 

 Hymns:  òCome, Thou Fount of Every Blessing ó (H) 

   òJoyful, Joyful, We Adore Theeó (H) 

   òBreathe on Me, Breath of God ó (H) 
 

Sun. July 23: Visiting Preacher ð (TBA) 
  

Sun. July 30: Sermon:  òWeaving the Futureó ð Rev. Sally Dries  

 Genesis 29:  15-28  Matthew 13: 31 -33, 44-52 

 Hymns:  òI Love Thy Kingdom, Lord ó (H) 

   òI Am a Promise ó (GSB) 

   òBe Thou My Visionó (H) 
 

Sun. Aug. 6:  Sermon:  òWrestling with Godó ð Rev. Nancy Hardy  

 Genesis 32:  22-31 Matthew 14:  13 -21 

 The Sacrament of the Lordõs Supper will be Celebrated  

 Ingathering Offerings   

 Hymns:  òSing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above ó (H) 

   òCome, Thou Fount of Every Blessing ó (H) 

   òHow Firm a Foundationó ( 
  

Sun. Aug. 13: Sermon:  òHang In Thereó - Rev. Ray Brown  

 Genesis 37:  1-4, 12-28 Ma tthew 14 : 22-33 

 Hymns:  òTo God Be the Glory ó (H) 

   òPrecious Lord, Take My Hand ó (H) 

  òTake My Lifeó (H) 

 

Sun. Aug. 20:  Sermon:  òBold Movesó   - Rev. Sally Dries  

 Genesis 45:  1-15 Matthew 15:  10 -28 

 Hymns:  òSurely the Presence of the Lord ó (GSB) 

   òThereõs a Wideness in Godõs Mercyó (H) 

   òHelp Us Accept Each Otheró (H) 
   

Sun. Aug. 27: Sermon:  òBe Transformedóð Rev. Sally Dries  

 Exodus 1:  8-2: 10 Romans 12:  1 -8 

 Hymns:  òGuide Me, O Thou Great Jehovahó (H) 

   òLord, I Want to Be a Christianó (H) 

   òIõm Gonna Live So God Cam Use Meó (H) 
 

Sun. Sept. 3: Sermon: òA Prescription for Livingó ð Rev. Nancy Hardy  

 Romans 12:  9 -21 Matthew 16:  21 -28 

 Hymns:   òBlessed Jesus, at Your Word ó (H) 

   òBe Thou My Visionó   (H) 

   òO for a Worldó (H) 
 

 

 



events  & reminders  - july/august  
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Sun. ð July 2 

Café Communion (TBC)  
 

Mon. ð July 3 

No Softball  / Session Recess 
 

Tues. ð July 4 

Independence Day   

No Concert in the Park  
 

Mon.  ð July 10 

Stillwater Christian vs. Grove  

@ Mt. Pleasant  
 

Tues. ð July 11 

Concert ð Seasoned Sounds  
 

Sat. ð July 15 

BSA Troop 39 Chicken BBQ 

Fundraiser  / Heritage Festival 

History of Memorial Park  
 

Sun. ð July 16 

Montgomery House ð Open 

House / Hymn Sing  

@ Montgomery Park  
 

Mon.  ð July 17 

Bloom Christian vs Grove    

@ Bloom Christian  
 

Tues. ð July 18 

Concert ð Clickard 

Consortium  

Art of Caring Conversation  

@ Spiritual Care Ctr.  
 

Thurs. ð July 20 

Breakfast Group  
 

Mon.  ð July 24 

Grove vs. Ebenezer Faith   

@ Mt. Pleasant  
 

Tues. ð July 25 

Concert ð KJ and The 

Funshine Band  
 

Mon. ð July 31  

St. Matthews Lutheran vs. 

Grove @ Mt. Pleasan t 
 

Tues. ð Aug. 1  

Concert ð Brian Crane  

and Fred Krug  

 

Mon. Aug. 7 

Committees  

Session Elders 

Deacon s   

Grove vs. Glad Tidings  

@ Mt. Pleasant  

 

Tues. ð Aug. 8 

Concert ð The Coller Family 

Band  

 

Mon. Aug. 14 

Grove vs. Community 

Alliance/Shiloh UCC   

@ Mt . Pleasant  

September Spire Articles Due  
 

Tues, ð Aug. 15 

Concert ð The West Branch 

Barbershop Chorus  

 

Thurs. ð Aug. 17  

Breakfast Group  

Gate House Golf Tournament 

Fundraiser @ Frosty Valley CC  
 

Sun. ð Aug. 28  

Kindermusik Registrations Due  
 

Sun. ð Sept.3 

Last 9:30 Service of Worship  
  

Mon. ð Sept. 4 

Labor Day  

Office Closed  
 

Mon. ð Sept. 5 & 6 

Clare Away  
 

Sun. ð Sept. 10 

Worship Service at 10:15 

Welcome Back !! 

9 am Church School  

3rd Grade Bible Distribution  

Teacher Dedication  

Pot-Luck Luncheon  

 

 



 

The pastorõs column 

 

As I write my final Spire article as 

Groveôs Transitional Pastor, I have mixed 

emotions.  I am happy for Grove as you get ever 

closer to calling a new pastor and begin a new 

journey, but Iôm sad that our six months together 

is coming to an end. Itôs been a fantastic time, 

and Iôm grateful to all of you.   
 

 A big thank you goes out to Grove's 

wonderful staff: Clare, Kristin, Lynne, Joy, 

Brian, Penny, Elise, Sandy, Dave, and Don.  

Every church does things a bit differently, and 

when I arrived and needed to learn the ñGrove 

wayò as quickly as possible, the staff was 

amazingly patient and helpful as they endured 

all my questions.  They also make a habit of going the extra mile in their service 

to the church, and it has been a delight to work with all of them.   
 

 Another big thank you goes out to the Session, Deacons, and 

committees.  Thank you for your leadership, dedication, and flexibility.  The 

work you do is incredibly important, and few are aware of how many hours you 

give to improving the life and ministry of Grove.  You care for this congregation 

deeply and strive to better our community and our world.   
 

 And finally, a big thank you goes out to Grove's members and friends.  

Through all the different ways we have connected - worship services, fellowship 

times, activities, events, and visits - I have cherished our conversations and 

encounters.     
 

 This is a special church, and I am excited to see where God is leading 

you.  Fortunately for me, I'll be able to follow your journey closely.  Until you 

have a new pastor, I will continue to moderate session and congregation 

meetings, so, in that capacity as well in my role with the presbytery, I'll be able 

to keep in touch.   
 

 Once again, thank you.  Thank you for your generosity and compassion.  

Thank you for your ministry and service to others.  Thank you for your faith in 

our Lord.  And thank you for being a part of the church of Jesus Christ, both now 

and in the many years to come.   
 

  When I arrived, the session was helpful in explaining how things have been, but 

were open to doing things a bit differently and trying new things.    
 

I was so pleased that everyone helped out.      
 

session highlights  

May 1, 2017 Session Meeting Highlights  
¶ Between April and May Session meetings, the elders electronically approved 

sanctuary use as a rain location for an Eagle Scout presentation.  

¶ Three confirmands were added to our rolls on Sunday, April 9, 2017.   

¶ We reviewed our congregational concerns.  There were five of them.   

¶ Lynne offered her written report as Dir. of Children's Ministry, which included 

April's church school statistics and activities, update on TDC (thank you, 

Francie for getting our sign out on the lawn), and a report on the success of our 

April fire and lock-down drills.   

¶ Joy offered her report as Dir. of Music which included summer plans, music 

purchasing, upcoming Horn Lake Choir, review of piano dedication service (it 

was wonderful), and upcoming schedule of our choirs.     

¶ Steve offered his report as Transitional Pastor 

o Proposed holding a Stewardship Campaign for the fall and will help the 

Finance Committee put it together.   



 

o Announced he would need to miss several days in May due to his travels for 

his other position.  The elders granted him the time.   

¶ Staff Advisory  

o They met on April 25th.   

o Agreed to ask Elder Jim Smith to assist with the office administration from 

the time Steve leaves until the end of Oct. or the arrival of the new pastor. 

o Steve will meet with the staff one-on-one as part of a staff review and will 

report back to Staff Advisory.        

¶ Fellowship 

o They are sponsoring a talk on the Syrian Refugee crisis on May 7  

o Pot-luck dinner to take place 4 before the Horn Lake 4 concert on May 21. 

o A Syrian Refugee fundraising event is planned for June 16 at the Doll home.   

o Woman's Appreciation is May 7.   

¶ Nurture - no report 

¶ Mission 

o Camp Victory work day was a success. 

o The committee visited the Gatehouse to assess their needs and how Grove 

can help.   

o Grove will sponsor dinner at Ronald McDonald House on May 7 and June 4. 

o Doug Orbaker invited Grove to participate in a work June 25-30.   

¶ Youth 

o Senior High Sunday School has had great attendance in recent weeks.   

o 53 attended the Easter sunrise service led by the youth. 

o Weis gift cards are for sale through Donna Brua to raise funds to benefit 

Hackey House.   

¶ Worship 

o The committee reviewed all Holy Week services to prepare for next year.   

o The piano dedication service went well. 

o The plaque to honor the gifts given for the piano and its location was 

discussed. 

o Promotion for the Horn Lake Choir concert was discussed. 

¶ Finance 

o Francie gave a financial overview to the congregation.   

o An insurance review took place in April.   

¶ Property 

o Eli Henning presented a report on a possible scout project.   

¶ Old Business 

o The welcoming reception for Geisinger residents is planned for June 21.  

Volunteers are needed and brochures will need to be updated.   

o The work to put up a plague for the gift of the eternal flame is near 

completion.   

¶ No New Business 
 

June 5, 2017 Session Meeting Highlights  
¶ The bulk of the meeting was a planning session with the Board of Deacons.   

o The calendar for June 2017 through May 2018 was reviewed to identify 

activities, projects, conflicts and synergies.   

¶ After the planning meeting, session continued to meet.  

¶ Congregational Concerns were reviewed.  There were four. 

¶ Nurture  

o Session approved that Sharon Venema be approved as a volunteer at TDC. 

¶ Steve presented his written Pastor's Report.   

o Requested and session approved baptism ofRussell Perrin Cotner 6/11/17. 

o He made a computer request that was approved by session.   

o The session reviewed two building requests.   

¶ Nurture proposed and session approved an after church intergenerational 

/multi-arts program each Sunday in July after worship from 10:45 - 11:30.  

¶ Worship 

o Worship proposed and session approved that the money the church received 

for hosting "Born for This" ($110.00) be donated to the group. 

o Session approved that July 2 be a Cafe communion in Fellowship Hall.   

¶ Session is following the Danville address change issue to see how this will 

impact the church.   

¶ Session will not meet in July.    



 

DEDICATION CELEBRATION  

What a wonderful celebration we enjoyed on Sunday, April 30, as we dedicated 

our beautiful new Yamaha C3X Baby Grand which now graces the sanctuary! 

Our Worship Service was followed by a delicious brunch (as always!), from 

where we moved back into the sanctuary for a short worship service and recital.  

 

Worship was led by Beth Christian and Cathy Sanders, and included Scripture 

readings from the Psalms about living in Godôs house and ever singing his praise 

(Psalm 84) and the instructions that ANYONE who has breath is to praise God 

and make a joyful noise with specific instruments and dancing (Psalm 150). The 

congregation sang the very appropriate hymn ñWhen In Our Music God is 

Glorifiedò. 
 

Dave Sanders read ñThe New Pianoò, written by Groveôs Bard in Residence, 

Ann Carol Malcom: 

    

The New Piano 
 

The piano stands in grand array 
Waiting expectantly to say 

"Play me". 
 

"My tones descend from high to low 
Forming the music you love so. 

Play them fast or dramatically slow, 
A staccato quick or a smooth largo. 

Play me. 
 

From Bach and Brahms, Vivaldi too, 
Country jazz, composers new - 

Play for wee ones and singers bold 
In summer's heat and winter's cold. 

Play me. 
 

But do remember, if you please, 
No chocolate fingers on my keys - 

No glasses on my glossy finish 
This shiny surface to diminish - 

Just play me. 
 

So let my music fill the air, 
Speak to listeners everywhere; 
Soothe, excite, exalt, delight, 

Be thankful for this gift to share. 
And play me." 

 

 

When planning the dedication, we decided to forego the typical ñguest artistò 

format in an effort to make our service very much a Grove kind of thing; so we 

invited people who have been part of the music program over the years to 

showcase the piano by sharing their talents. A lovely and varied program was the 

result: 



 

Music of the Piano 
 

 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness William Runyan (1870-1957) 

 arr. Virginia Halberg 

Elegy for the Victims of the Earthquake 

and Tsunami of March 11, 2011 Nobuyu Tsujii (b. 1988) 

Joy Christian, Director of Music 

He Hideth My Soul William Kirkpatrick (1838-1921) 

 arr. Brian Dailey  

Scott Lawvere, Pianist 

Go Down, Moses Traditional Spiritual 

 Arr. By Larry Shackley 

Joy Christian 

Climb Every Mountain  Richard Rodgers (1902-1979) 

Fred Brown, Organist Emeritus 

Mt. Nebo Twila Paris (b. 1958) 

Stacey Erdman, past Choir Director 
Jesus Paid It All John Grape (1835-1915) 

 arr. Brian Dailey 

Scott Lawvere 

The Old Rugged Cross  George Bennard (1873-1958) 

 arr. Mark Hayes 

Gail Garman, Organist, St. Peterôs United Methodist Church 

A Blessing of Music  Joseph Martin (b. 1959) 

Senior Choir 
 

Mel Billingsley offered an Extemporaneous selection at the request of his 

mother-in-law, Gladys Magill, and the service ended with singing of Amazing 

Grace as a tribute to Jack Magill. 
 

We are grateful for the generosity of those who gifts for the purchase of the 

piano:  

 
In Loving Memory of: 

John (Jack) Thompson Magill by Gladys Magill 

Eleanor A. Lee (Cathyôs mother) by David and Cathy Sanders  

Edward Sanders, Jr. (Davidôs father) by David and Cathy Sanders 

Florence C. Zakarian by Adam and Kathy Zakarian 

Leona Karwacki (Michelleô grandmother) by Michelle Mannello 

Eleanor A. Lee, Edward Sanders by Amanda and Jeffrey Adler 

Tom Stayer (Kesseyôs father), a dedicated church musician by Kessey 

Kieselhorst 

        

In Loving Honor Of: 

Ann Carol Malcolm and Fred Brown by Fred and Suzann Pharr 

Groveôs dedicated Musicians by Stephanie-Smith Cooney, Rob Cooney and 

Family 

Dr. Frederick G. Brown, Organist Emeritus, by Gregory A. Bitler 
 

To the Glory of God: 

by Ann Carol and John Malcolm 

by Natalie and Doug Kupas 

by Dr. Frederick G. Brown, Organist Emeritus 

by Marlin and Jane Bradford 

by Dr. Frederick L. and Mary Jo Jones 

 
Let every instrument be tuned for praise! 
Let all rejoice who have a voice to raise! 

And may God give us faith to sing always: Alleluia! 

- ñWhen In Our Music God is Glorifiedò 
by Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000) 



 

 

CHURCH ROLLS REGISTER 

 

Cradle Roll 
× Lorelei Christine LaMotte  ï  Born April 26, 2017. 
 

Baptism 
× Russell Perrin Cotner  ï  Date of birth, March 14, 2017 ï Date of Baptism 

June 11, 2017 
 

OUR CHURCH F AMILY 

 

Congratulations to:    
× Alyssa & Christian LaMotte, and proud grandparents Beth Christian & Eric 

Deeter, and Mark LaMotte upon the birth of Lorelei Christine LaMotte on 

4/26/17.   
 
 

Condolences to: 
× Sandy Lewis and family upon the death of her sister, Kathy Fryburg 5/1/17.  

× Doug and Carol Wintersteen and family upon the death of Dougôs mother ï 

Catherine Wintersteen 5/3/17. 
 

 

Directory Change:  
 Kathy and Michael Leicht, 1325 Red Lane., Danville PA 17821.   570-275-

7761 
 

Amanda Leicht ï Preferred Phone Change:  570-275-7761 

 

thank you  

 

Dear Grove Family: 

 I wish to express my gratitude to all who sent cards and words of condolences 
upon the death of my sister Kathy.  To Pastor Steve for his kindness, and to the 

Prayer Chain for keeping Kathy in their prayers for over two years.   
 

The beautiful flowers I received from the church were a bright spot in very dark 

days. To Clare I want to say thank you.  Please know I will always remember the 
Christian love you have given to me.  God Bless You ï Sandy Lewis 
 

Dear Grove Family:   
I would like to thank everyone who sent cards, brought  flowers and prayed 

for me while I was in the hospital and upon my return home.  I am still waiting to 
have my back surgery .  It is nice to know that our church  family  is there to 

support both Cindy and myself.  Thank you all.  - Charles Dark 
 

Dear Grove: 

 Thank you so much for the beautiful basket for our new arrival Teagan!  It is 

lovely.  Sheôs had lots of compliments on her bunny hat already!  Sincerely ï 

Jenny & Kevin Shroyer 
 

Dear Grove Presbyterian: 

 Thank you for your hospitality, delicious meal at the church and OIP, and the 

generous love offering.  We are so blessed to have such wonderful memories of 
our time in Danville!  -  The Members of Voci Novella (Horn Lake Elite Choir) 

 



 

Dear Grove Church Family: 
 Thank you so much for the baby gift basket, but more importantly thank you 

for all of the love and support throughout our pregnancy and now with our sweet 

daughter.  We are loving being Loreleiôs mom and dad and are soaking up every 

moment with her.  We are truly blessed to have such a wonderful church family! 

Love ï Christian, Alyssa and Lorelei 

 

     Congratulations 2017 

graduates   

May 21st we honored Grove graduates during this special baccalaureate 

service.   Congratulations to our High School graduates; (Left to Right in 

Photo) Thomas S. Hack, Noah Zakarian, Kara J. Bergerstock, Aidan 

Kennedy, and Madison I. Knowles. If you know a graduate that does not 

appear in this issue of The Spire ï please contact the church office.  We donôt 

want to miss a single person.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

the sacrament of baptism  

Baptism of  Russell Perrin Cotner ï 11 June, 2017 

Child of Russell S. Cotner and Allison K. Cotner 

Brothers present ï Paul D. Cotner, and Henry J. Cotner 

Mona S. Cotner, Elder (and nana) 

Rev. Steve Cureton, officiant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WORKDAY AT  Camp Victory  

Volunteers are a vital part of Camp Victory!  Each year, over 1,000 wonderful 

people volunteer their time and talents in many different waysé.. from being a 

counselor or  painting cabins to baking pies and building shelvesé.the volunteer 

opportunities are many and varied!  Volunteering at Camp Victory makes a real 

difference in the lives of our special campers!  Regularly we hear from 

volunteers that ñvolunteering at Camp Victory changed my lifeò.  Please call 

570-458-6530 or 570-204-5565, or email fun@campvictory.org to find out how 

you can help!  (On April 23
rd

 ï Grove Members Volunteered on Work Day to 

prepare the facility for campers.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Danville heritage festival  

 

DANVILLE HERITAGE FESTIVAL  

JULY 14-16, 2017 

Our Past is A Treasure, Our Present is Vibrant, and our 

future is Bright. 
 

Announcing the Danville Heritage Festival to be held in and 

around Danville July 15th, 2017.  This will be a unique 

celebration of our regions heritage.  The event will be 

centered around the Hess Field complex in Danville and will 

feature living history demonstrations, speakers, and live music throughout the day.  

All events will be free and open to all ages.  In addition to the events taking place at 

the Hess Field complex will be speakers hosted by the Thomas Beaver Library as 

well as other locations.     To see events that are already confirmed, please visit the 

website: www.DanvilleHeritage.com    
 

Here are Some of the Scheduled Events 

All Day Events and non-scheduled ongoing events include:  Ironmen during the 

Civil War ï Making Sherman Neck Ties from T-Rail by Van Wagner.  Traditional 

Woodworking by Liam, Mike, and Lisa McCay / Pa Archarology with Joe Kaher of 

PENNDOT / Cappy Mike McWilliams talking PA Canals, Food Vendors & More!! 
 

FRIDAY JULY 14, 2017 

¶ 7:00 pm -   Heritage Festival Parade (E. Market & Mill St) 

¶ 8:00 pm ï  Block Party @ Coleôs Hardware Parking Lot 
 

SATURDAY JULY  15, 2017 

¶  8:00 am ï  5K walk and run ï Middle School (8:30 am start) 

¶  8:00 am -  Quoit TournamentïHess Rec. Area (register 7-7:45 am) 

¶  9:00 am - 4 pm Cast Iron Exhibit at Wee Home Shoppe . 

¶  9:00 am ï  3 pm  Gun Exhibit ï 1940ôs Gunshop and Antique Equipment.  

 Exhibit.  2
nd

 Fl. 279 ½ Mill St. via the rear entrance  

¶ 10:00 am ï Terry Diener - Thomas Beaver Library (topic TBA) 

¶ 10:00 am ï  4 pm Danville Heritage Dayôs Garden Tour  

¶ 10:00 am ï Zing Productions ï Hess Field Music Stage 

¶ 10:00 am ï Van Wagner Mine BIKE Trail Head at Beaver Place.  

 Bring Your Bikes! 

¶ 10:00 am ï 18
th
 & 19

th
 Century Cannons, w/firing models by Brad  Becker  ï  

 Hess Field Workshop 

¶ 11:00 am ï  4 pm Montgomery House Museum ï Open House 

¶ 11:00 am  & 1 pm - Cook-Out by Members of the Danville  

  Borough Council ï Hess Field Pavilion  

¶ 11:00 am ï John Mazich Historical Photos of Danville Area ï  

 Thomas Beaver Library 

¶ 11:00 am ï Students of The Music Box ï Hess Field Music Stage 

¶ 11:00 am ï Gene Shipe ï The Franklin Iron Furnace and Cider Press 

¶ 12:00 pm -  Danville Community Band ï Hess Field Music Stage 

¶ 12:00 pm ï Robert Martynowych Local History walk Robins Trail ï  

 Meet at Hess Field Skate Park 

¶ 12:00 pm ï 18
th
 & 19

th
 Century Cannons, w/firing models by Brad  

 Becker  ï Hess Field Workshop 

¶  1:00 pm -  Megan McGarry ï Hess Field Music Stage 

¶  1:00 pm ï  Joseph Parry:  Danvilleôs Most Famous 19
th
 Century Musician ï by  

 Dulias Rhys at Mahoning Presbyterian Church  

¶  2:00 pm ï  18
th
 & 19

th
 Century Cannons, w/firing models by Brad  Becker  ï  

 Hess Field Workshop 

¶ 2:00 pm -  Megan McGarry ï Hess Field Music Stage 

¶ 2:00 pm -  History of Memorial Park by Bob Andrews ï at Grove Church 

¶ 3:00 pm -   Van Wagner ï Hess Field Music Stage 
 

SUNDAY JULY 16, 2017 

¶ 2:00 pm ï  4 pm Montgomery House Museum ï Open House 

¶ 6:30 pm -  Hymn Sing by the River -  Montgomery Park (Water Street) 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


