Grove Presbyterian Church

Worship Service
3rd Sunday of Advent
December 12, 2021 10:15 AM

Worshipers are invited to sing and read text and lyrics printed in
bold type. Standing is invited wherever you see an asterisk (*).
Please wear a mask whenever indoors.

Gathering Music

arranged by John Michael Stephens
“I Wonder as I Wander”

Welcome
Announcements
Prelude
“In the Bleak Midwinter”
Advent Candle Lighting
Choir: All creation lies in waiting, in the stillness of the
night, with hope anticipating the Advent of
Eternal Light.
One: How can we share hope?
All: When others are weary and broken, we
strengthen them. The candle that takes its
light from another has light to share.
One: How can we share hope?
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All:

When we are weary and tired, we lean on the
hope others provide. Jesus says, “Come to me
all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest.”
One: On this third Sunday of Advent, let us light a
candle to share hope.
All Sing:
We proclaim with hope for the morning Light,
for the love of Christ to illuminate the night.
We proclaim with joy for the Savior’s birth;
we proclaim with hope for peace on earth.
*Gathering Hymn

Hymnal no. 100

“My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout”
Prayer of Confession
God, how often are we reluctant to speak when we
should? We have good news to share, but we’re
embarrassed. We hear someone say something wrong,
but we purse our lips instead of standing up for what’s
right. We are filled with God’s hope, but we keep it
inside instead of displaying it to the world. This isn’t
the way you want us to live, God. Help us to use our
voices, and to say what is right. Amen.
~Silent Confession~
Assurance of Pardon
Sisters and brothers in Christ, the promise is true: God
loves us. God forgives us. God is coming to us even now
to save us. Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Amen.
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Advent Doxology

Passing of the Peace (air waves, no touching)
Children’s Sermon
Prayer for Understanding
Old Testament Reading

1 Samuel 2:1-8

New Testament Reading
Sermon

Luke 1:39-56
“When You Can’t Help but Sing”
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Musical Offering
“Every Valley”
Every valley shall be lifted. Every mountain be made low.
Every valley shall be lifted,
and the crooked be made whole.
Sound the trumpet for the glory of the Lord
shall be revealed.
Come, o come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel
that mourns in lonely exile here,
until the Son of God appears.
Rejoice, give thanks and sing!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
Sound the trumpet…
God’s glory shall be revealed.
Moment of Reflection
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.
*Sending Hymn

Bulletin pg. 6

“We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations”
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*Blessing
*Choral Blessing
My life flows on in endless song, above earth’s lamentation.
I hear the clear, though far-off hymn that hails a new creation.
No storm can shake my in-most calm
while to that Rock I’m clinging.
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth,
how can I keep from singing?
Postlude

by Camille Saint-Saens
“Raise Now Your Song on High”

Participants in today’s service: Diane Kitts (worship leader), Vivian Wertz,
Scott Romberger, Jen Henning (deacons), Senior Choir (music), Jud Bennett
(children’s sermon), Scott Lawvere (audio/video), Joy Christian (organist), Rev.
Jason Clapper

Permissions and attributions
From PC(USA) Glory to God Hymnal:
• In the Bleak Midwinter: text by Christina Rossetti, c. 1872; music by Gustav Holt, 1906.
Public domain.
• My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout: text by Rory Cooney, 1990; Irish melody arranged by
Rory Cooney, 1990. Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Music Arr. © 1990 GIA Publications,
Inc. Reprinted under onelicense.net: 726158.
• My Life Flows On: words and music by Robert Lowry, 1869. Public domain.
From hymnary.org:
• We’ve a Story to Tell the Nations: Text and music by H. Ernest Nichol, 1896. Public domain.
Used with permission.
From CCLI SongSelect 1334827 and 20525999:
• We Wait in Hope: Text and music by Joel Raney © 2008 by Hope Publishing Company.
Used with permission:
• Every Valley: from the cantata The Winter Rose by Joseph Martin; adapted from Isaiah
incorporating VENI EMMANUEL, French 15th c © 2000, 2006 Malcolm Music.
• Doxology: words by Thomas Ken, 1674, traditional English carol; public domain. Text and
music adapted by Dean McIntyre, United Methodist General Board of Discipleship.
•
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Flowers today are given by Rosemary and
Robert Notz to the glory of God, in loving
memory of Mildred Notz.

Grove Presbyterian Church
376 Bloom Street, Danville, PA
570-275-0692 www.grovepres.org
The Reverend Jason Clapper, Pastor

